
               

REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 

February 25, 2003 
 
FROM: PETER R. HILLS, Fire Chief/Fire Warden 
 San Bernardino County Consolidated Fire District 
 
SUBJECT: FEMA ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT AWARD 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Acting as the governing body of County Service Area 70, Improvement Zone W 
(Hinkley), authorize Peter R. Hills, Fire Chief/Fire Warden to accept a grant award in the amount $9,000, 
from Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), under the FEMA Fiscal Year 2002 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant Program, for a period from December 1, 2002 to November 30, 2003. 

   
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: In Fiscal Year 2001, Congress provided FEMA the authority to award 
one-year grants directly, on a competitive basis, to local fire departments of a State to enhance their 
abilities with respect to fire and fire-related hazards. In contrast, the fiscal year 2002 program focused on 
identifying fire departments that lacked the basic tools and resources necessary to protect the health and 
safety of the public and their firefighting personnel. In Federal Fiscal Year 2002, Congress appropriated a 
total of $360 million to carry out these program activities. As a result, FEMA developed a programmatic 
approach that would allow fire departments to address a broader range of their identified basic needs, and 
four (4) grant -funding programs were established: Fire Operations and Fire Safety Program, Fire 
Prevention Program, Emergency Medical Services Program and Firefighting Vehicles Acquisition Program.  
 
On March 26, 2002, the Board of Supervisors authorized the San Bernardino County Consolidated Fire 
District to apply for the FEMA FY 2002 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program on behalf of all Board-
Governed Fire Districts and County Service Areas with fire powers. FEMA evaluated the applications with a  
focus on a department’s demonstrated financial need for and benefit to be derived from, the grant funds. 
The Department was successful in obtaining essential grant funding for the CSA 70, Improvement Zone W-
Hinkley Fire District for the Fire Operations and Firefighter Safety Program.   
 
Approval of this recommendation provides critical financial assistance that enhances the Fire Districts’  
ability to meet the basic needs of fire operations and to ensure the health, welfare and safety of their 
firefighting personnel in Hinkley.  The approved one-year grant will provide $9,000 in funding from FEMA 
for wildland hose and nozzle purchases between December 1, 2002 and November 30, 2003.  
  
REVIEW BY OTHERS: This item has been reviewed by County Counsel (L. Thomas Krahelski) on 
February 10, 2003. This item has been reviewed by the County Administrative Office (Wayne Thies, 
Administrative Analyst) on February 13, 2003. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  FEMA approved a total of $10,000 in project costs. This one-year $9,000 grant 
award requires a matching fund contribution, which varies by population of the area served. Hinkley’s 
population is under 50,000 and consequently requires a 10% match of $1,000. This $1,000 in matching 
funds, which is available within the CSA 70, Improvement Zone W FY 2002/2003 budget (SLS 335 335 
2030) for safety equipment purchases.   
 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT(S):  First District 
 
PRESENTER:  Peter R. Hills (387-5974) 

 
    Record of Action of the Board of Supervisors   
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